East Coker Neighbourhood Plan (NP) 

DRAFT VISION, OBJECTIVES AND POLICY INTENTS 

We need your response by 6 February 2015

We’ve taken the comments made during earlier parish consultations between October 2013 and July 2014 and identified a vision and nine objectives to guide the way East Coker develops between 2015 and 2028.

It is now the community’s turn to provide the Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group with its thoughts on the vision, objectives and issues we’ve identified. Send us your views and help us develop future policy.

The aim of the East Coker Neighbourhood Plan is to provide the building blocks on which the parish will develop in the future. The Plan covers the period up to 2028 and should be reviewed every five years. It allows the East Coker community to exert greater control and influence over planning matters and ensures planners take account of local objectives and policies.

A copy of this document, together with the complete document including the Draft Vision, Objectives and Policy Intents can be found at www.eastcokerparish, neighbourhood plan, community engagement January 2015 or contact Kath Wilson for a hard copy. We want to know whether you agree with our ideas and ask you to indicate ‘Agree with this’, by marking with a cross (X) or ‘Change …’ and insert your suggestions. Please return as hard copy to Kath Wilson 39A Wraxhill Road, BA20 2JX; Sarah Owen, Paddock Cottage, EC, BA22 9JP; Matt Horsley, 2 Cross Cottages, BA22 9HZ; or electronically to kath.wilson@sky.com by 6 February 2015. For help contact Cllr Kath Wilson, 01935 475029 or kath.wilson@sky.com
	Vision statement

East Coker is predominantly a rural parish.  Our vision for the Parish of East Coker is to maintain a peaceful environment with a strong sense of community that continues to protect and celebrate its unique history and heritage through the active involvement of all residents.


	Agree with this         
	
	 Change

                                                                                              

	Design respecting heritage and historic environment 

Objective: Preserve the rich heritage and history of East Coker by protecting and enhancing historic environment assets and their settings. Ensure the design of all new development is sympathetic in style and character to the location.

	Agree with this           
	
	Change 



	Housing 

Objectives: 1. Support the provision of small scale suitable development that meets the need of the parish community including affordable housing, family housing and housing suitable for older people, enabling people with a local connection to stay in the village throughout their lifetime.

2. Work positively to ensure that the urban extension of Keyford is effectively integrated into the wider area for the benefit of current and future residents without compromising the rural and historic environment.

	Agree with this                   
	
	Change 

                                                                               

	Employment Land 

Objective: Encourage local business to flourish and encourage new start-ups consistent with our vision
.

	Agree with this                    
	
	Change  
 

	Best Use of Land 

Objective: 1. To follow a brownfield first policy for development (employment and housing) subject to overriding environmental or heritage issues.

2. Protect the Parish’s Best and Most Versatile Agricultural Land. 

	Agree with this                   
	
	Change    
                                                                                           

	Protecting parish amenities 

Objective: To ensure that sufficient community and leisure facilities are maintained to serve the Parish including new provision deemed necessary in the future.

	Agree with this                   
	
	Change   
                                                                                            


	School 

Objective: Support the ongoing viability and vitality of East Coker Primary School.



	Agree with this                    
	
	Change      
                                                                                         

	Young people and new facilities 

Objective: East Coker Parish Council will ensure that all new development and payments derived from development schemes support provision of adequate social and recreational facilities for young and old to secure the long term future of community facilities that make the parish special. 

	Agree with this                   
	
	Change 

                                                                                              

	Flood risk 

Objective: East Coker Parish Council will identify and work with organisations e.g. Somerset County Council, the Environment Agency, Wessex Water and local landowners to ensure that the impact of flood risk is minimised. 

	Agree with this                   
	
	Change 



	Infrastructure and facilities 

Objective: Encourage the retention and enhancement of retail provision in the village through the positive promotion of these facilities.

	Agree with this                   
	
	Change 

                                                                                            

	Any other comments…



Thank you for taking the time to complete. Now please return to Kath Wilson 39A Wraxhill Road, BA20 2JX; Sarah Owen, Paddock Cottage, EC, BA22 9JP; Matt Horsley, 2 Cross Cottages, BA22 9HZ ; or electronically to kath.wilson@sky.com by 6 February 2015. 






