East Coker Neighbourhood Plan (NP) 

DRAFT VISION, OBJECTIVES AND POLICY INTENTS 

We need your response by 6 February 2015

Responses

A copy of this document, together with the complete document including the Draft Vision, Objectives and Policy Intents can be found at www.eastcokerparish, neighbourhood plan, community engagement January 2015 or contact Kath Wilson for a hard copy. We want to know whether you agree with our ideas and ask you to indicate ‘Agree with this’, by marking with a cross (X) or ‘Change …’ and insert your suggestions. Please return as hard copy to Kath Wilson 39A Wraxhill Road, BA20 2JX; Sarah Owen, Paddock Cottage, EC, BA22 9JP; Matt Horsley, 2 Cross Cottages, BA22 9HZ; or electronically to kath.wilson@sky.com by 6 February 2015. For help contact Cllr Kath Wilson, 01935 475029 or kath.wilson@sky.com
	Vision statement

East Coker is predominantly a rural parish.  Our vision for the Parish of East Coker is to maintain a peaceful environment with a strong sense of community that continues to protect and celebrate its unique history and heritage through the active involvement of all residents.


	Agree with this         
	54
	 Change

                                                                                              

	Design respecting heritage and historic environment 

Objective: Preserve the rich heritage and history of East Coker by protecting and enhancing historic environment assets and their settings. Ensure the design of all new development is sympathetic in style and character to the location.

	Agree with this           
	55
	Change
1. Here Here!
2. Design Strongly agree with this objective; no more pseudo Poundbury housing please.


	Housing 

Objectives: 1. Support the provision of small scale suitable development that meets the need of the parish community including affordable housing, family housing and housing suitable for older people, enabling people with a local connection to stay in the village throughout their lifetime.

2. Work positively to ensure that the urban extension of Keyford is effectively integrated into the wider area for the benefit of current and future residents without compromising the rural and historic environment.

	Agree with this                   
	51
	Change 

1. Extend and explain ‘affordable living’ to ensure that starter homes are included.

2. Development south of Yeovil is stupid with the proposed improvement of the A303.

3. Agree in principle: but suggest 1 to 2 houses per annum (max) to protect the village long term. 
4. We agree with all of the statements but would ask that under "Housing objective 1 " the wording should be changed from " enabling people with a local connection to stay in the village" to "enabling people with a local connection to stay in the parish" The people who live in Nash Lane, Helena Road, and the part of West Coker Road to the west of Bunford Heights roundabout are in the parish of East Coker, have children who attend/attended East Coker School; vote in the parish etc., although they do not live in the village.
5. Might be sensible to define small scale.
6. Only agree with ‘1’. Remove Objective 2. Do not want integration of an SUE with EC Parish especially as it contradicts with the vision and use of Grade 1 Land.

7. Obj 2 - Once you ‘integrate’ an urban extension into EC, East Coker will no longer be a rural parish – this development will be in conflict with a peaceful environment.

8. Obj 2 – The village has worked hard not to have an ‘integrated’ urban extension, hasn’t it?

9. Obj 2 – Delete section 2 as due (to) the size of the proposed Keyford development East Coker will be swamped and no notice will be taken of concerns this has been made clear by the push to develop Keyford.

10. Change 2. ‘Work positively in the implementation of the urban extension of Keyford (should it proceed) to ensure that its adverse impact on the wider rural residential and historic environment is minimized for the benefit of current and future residents.’                                                                              

	Employment Land 

Objective: Encourage local business to flourish and encourage new start-ups consistent with our vision

.

	Agree with this                    
	51
	Change  

1. This is too vague.

2. After ‘Encourage’ insert ‘small rural’. We do not want more industrial units which would be inconsistent with the rural nature of our neighbourhood.

3. Business use risks conflict with residential setting.

4. Encourage appropriate local business…….etc                                                                                            
 

	Best Use of Land 

Objective: 1. To follow a brownfield first policy for development (employment and housing) subject to overriding environmental or heritage issues.

2. Protect the Parish’s Best and Most Versatile Agricultural Land. 

	Agree with this                   
	55
	Change  
1. The land is too valuable outside Yeovil to be desecrated.  
2. Note – In 2003 on a turn out of 86% of those in the parish eligible to vite, over 90% agreed with the proposition that ‘there shall be no change of use of Grade 1 agricultural land in the civil parish of East Coker for a period of 15 years from the date of the calling of this referendum’.
3. The use of Grade 1 Land at Keyford should be challenged with Eric Pickles MP.
                                                                                         

	Protecting parish amenities 

Objective: To ensure that sufficient community and leisure facilities are maintained to serve the Parish including new provision deemed necessary in the future.

	Agree with this                   
	54
	Change  
1. What does this really mean. 

                                                                                            


	School 

Objective: Support the ongoing viability and vitality of East Coker Primary School.



	Agree with this                    
	54
	Change   
1. This is not explained as to whether the school should be re-located or not.

2. Needs to be linked to effective mitigation of the growing parking problems pre- and post-school which are disruptive to residents and potentially a source of accidents.

3. A very good school.
                                                                                         

	Young people and new facilities 

Objective: East Coker Parish Council will ensure that all new development and payments derived from development schemes support provision of adequate social and recreational facilities for young and old to secure the long term future of community facilities that make the parish special. 

	Agree with this                   
	55
	Change 
1. Too vague to answer what this really means.

2. Agree with the spirit and intention of this, but the wording is ‘clunky’ and lacks clarity.
                                                                                              

	Flood risk 

Objective: East Coker Parish Council will identify and work with organisations e.g. Somerset County Council, the Environment Agency, Wessex Water and local landowners to ensure that the impact of flood risk is minimised. 

	Agree with this                   
	55
	Change
1. How can this be done if the low lying land is not maintained. 



	Infrastructure and facilities 

Objective: Encourage the retention and enhancement of retail provision in the village through the positive promotion of these facilities.

	Agree with this                   
	54
	Change 

1. We need to encourage and use the shop now closing.

2. We soon will have NO retail provision in the village.

3. What was done to prevent the closure of the PO and hence our Village Store???

4. Given the imminent closure of the village shop this needs re-visiting eg what provision?/where?/how owned and managed?

5. Infrastructure, etc. Unfortunately the village was unable to support the general store so what form would the encouragement of retail provision take? Any plans to run such a shop by the community? The final statement has already been compromised by the imminent closure of the village shop. Could something not have been done about this? – or could something still be done about it? – a community run village shop? 

6. Explore the possibility of the return of Post Office facilities.

7. Is it possible to address the village shop (or lack of!) in any way in the NP? 
8. As the village shop is closing at the end of February could the possibility of a community shop be explored. 
9. I feel it is necessary to look at ways to encourage the re-establishment of some form of shop for those who are unable to travel to get their shopping. 
5. I was going to agree with all you have put but the only additions I would want included would be to try to retain the village community and its amenities, including the shop and pub. I have not researched further but would it be possible to run the shop along cooperative lines with the village sharing the load by using volunteers to run it? If the Helyar is sold I would also suggest the same principle if it can be achieved. (Comments sent by e-mail as respondent was ill). 
6. What was done to help prevent the closure of our Village Store??

                                                                                            

	Any other comments…

1. It is good to see that these statements do not let East Coker stand still. It is vital that housing spans a price range that encourages young families to make it their home.

2. I appreciate we need to develop but development should enhance the village not destroy it. 
3. Additional objective: ‘Respect rich natural environment taking specific measures to maintain and conserve diverse habitats.’

4. Promote the retention of a bus service.

5. Speed controls?
6. I feel that ways should be considered to reduce the dangers of the parking situation at school opening and closing times.
7. Whilst not directly part of the vision – but more the process – it’s important that with such a large development possibly taking place within the parish it would be highly beneficial if a significant part of the Community Infrastructure Levy was positively used for amenities and facilities (as above) within the parish. 
8. Agree the importance of N.Plan. Need to ensure village also understand it. Not sure how you do this? 
9. Very well prepared. Thank you for ‘boiling it down’. 
10. Well done on all this work. It is important to engage with the community. If they choose to ignore or not participate they can’t complain.



Total responses – 55 –including 51 paper and 4 email/verbal responses. 
