	So Why Prepare a Neighbourhood Plan?



	· Promoted by the Localism Act 2011

· The Plan Can….
· Clarify the community’s aspirations for the future

· Indicate where & what type of development should take place

· Include policies that add detail and can take priority over Local Plan Policies, provided they do not conflict with overall strategy of the LPA’s Local Plan

· Provide local ownership of planning for the future

· The process itself engages with the community and encourages empowerment and social cohesion, with spin off benefits

· There is potential for grant aid from ‘Locality, which East Coker has successfully bid for
· There is greater potential for delivering genuine local affordable housing

· Truly local knowledge providing input into SSDC planning decisions

· Genuine local community representation

· Provides the opportunity to be proactive in planning…to be positive & creative …not just reactive and negative

· Once Plan approved, 25% of Community Infrastructure Levy Funding secured by SSDC will be provided to ECPC
· The accompanying Projects/Action Plan which has community input can result in real local environmental and other improvements being implemented in future years

· Enables ECPC to submit coherent and professional representations on future planning applications, linked to Neighbourhood Plan Policies
· When finally Adopted and ‘Made’, The Neighbourhood Plan will form part of the Statutory Development Plan for the area, and will be an important  ‘Material Planning Consideration’ which will be given weight by SSDC and Planning Appeal Inspectors 



