East Coker Parish Council Monthly Meeting Minutes 10" December 2025 6.30pm
which was held at the Hellyar Arms

Attending Councillors: Clir Cowen, Clir Hodge, Clir Costello, Clir Mead, Clir Walker, Clir Hall, ClIr Sugg, ClIr Haigh
& Clerk

Apologies for non-attendance: ClIr Carter-Uren, Cllr Wintersgill, Clir Chauveau.

25/184 Approval was given to accept the minutes of the Parish Council meeting which was held on the 12t
November Proposed: Cllr Hall Seconded: Clir Mead Vote: All Agreed Action: Clerk to publish

25/185 There were no declarations of interest

25/186 Public Question Time

There were no members of the public or Unitary Clirs present

25/187 Chairs report: Clir Cowen thanked Clir Walker for producing the November minutes in the Clerk’s
absence. He commented that there had been little flooding around the villages despite the heavy rain
experienced recently, mostly due to the drain clearances carried out by the Ranger. He also urged Clirs to
remember the council is short of two councillors at present.

25/188 100 Club number draw 159 2"18 3™ 1 Action: Clerk to pay and update winners.

25/189 To discuss and make observations on SC Planning Applications

a 15/01000/0UT Location: Keyford Clir Cowen, Cllr Walker advised they attended a meeting at West
Coker where Simon Fox (Somerset Planning) gave a presentation of the latest position of this application.
They had prepared a document with suggestions for the ECPC’s proposed response, and this had been
circulated with Cllrs prior to the PC meeting. Clir Walker said he would like to add comments about the road
layout at the bottom of Hendford Hill and also ask for more consideration to affordable housing for young
people from the Village.

It was agreed that the document would be shared with consultant Simon Williams to see if he had anything
further to add and once completed it would be submitted to Somerset Planning. Proposed: Clir Mead
Seconded: Clir Costello Vote 7 in favour 1 objection Action: Clir Cowen will forward document to Simon
Williams and once returned will submit to Somerset Planning.

Clir Cowen also said that, in consultation with Mudford PC’s Chair and Clerk, they had advised we should
engage a specialist solicitor to help with commenting on the S106 agreement between the developer and
Somerset Council and they had kindly given the details of the one they had used.. Clir Hodge said that before
engaging a solicitor it needed to be clear what our wants and expectations are and that we should firstly seek
advice from Simon Williams. Clir Sugg disagreed and said we needed to go straight to the solicitor. Clir Hodge
suggested that in the new year we have an extraordinary general meeting and invite a suitable solicitor. Clirs
agreed that this would be a good idea. Cllr Cowen will investigate Solicitors, and an EGM will be held in the
early part of the new year.

25/190 To consider any recent planning applications from Somerset Council (South), received in the days after
the agenda has been circulated and prior to this meeting. Interested public and parish councillors; please
refer to (South) Somerset Council planning portal for details of planning items that might be discussed under
this item: https://www.somerset.gov.uk/planning-buildings-and-land/view-and-comment-on-a-planning-
application/

25/191 November Planning Decisions 25/02413/HOU Redmead - Permitted.

Appeal for application 24/01771/FUL-near Coker Court has been dismissed.

25/192 Memorial Request was received to remember the late Jaqueline Clough and was approved Proposed:
Clir Walker Seconded: ClIr Sugg Vote: All Agreed Action: Clerk to update stonemason.

25/193 Matters for discussion and resolution:

a Remedial works to a tree at the recreation ground - quotes. 3 quotes had been received, and it was
decided that we would proceed with ARB Tree Surgeons Proposed: Clir Sugg Seconded: Clir Hodge Vote All
Agreed Action: Clerk to instruct ARB to proceed with works.

b Volume of books in bus shelter. This item was discussed. Clerk advised she had received an email from a
parishioner saying that it was unsightly and it was their opinion that we should get rid of the book swap. Clir
Mead said that this was well used however we needed to find someone to look after it. It was decided that a
message world be put out on the Coker Post and on Website, also a notice at bus stop asking for a volunteer to
look after it. If no one comes forward in 3 months the bus stop will be cleared of all books and closed.
Proposed: Cllr Mead Seconded: ClIr Sugg Vote: All Agreed Action: Clir Cowen will write a notice for
publication

c Agree date for the January Precept meeting. 14" January but at the earlier time of 6.30pm.



https://www.somerset.gov.uk/planning-buildings-and-land/view-and-comment-on-a-planning-application/
https://www.somerset.gov.uk/planning-buildings-and-land/view-and-comment-on-a-planning-application/

25/194 Correspondence received from Somerset Council.
1. Unitary ClIr Patrick has received an email from a Parishioner regarding speeding traffic and blocked gullies
through Holywell. Clerk advised that the Ranger had cleared drains and that Unitary ClIr Patrick had contacted
the Police about Speeding traffic, but they had responded and said that their statistics did not show that there
were any concerns on that stretch of road. Cllr Patrick has responded to Parishioner.
2. Email received from Yeovil Town Council asking for a £5,000 contribution towards Octagon
regeneration. This item had already been voted on in September so cannot be revisited for at least 6
months. Clir Cowen will write a response to Yeovil Town Council.
25/195 Discuss Parishioner Correspondence.
a Email received regarding a damaged Commonwealth War Grave stone. Clerk advised that the grass
cutting contractor had accepted liability, and Clerk was waiting for a response from the Commonwealth War
Grave Commission about how to proceed with the repair. She has updated the Parishioner.
25/196 Clerks Report A new gate mechanism will be fitted to the children’s play area at the Rec after
Christmas. Costs will be around £500.
Clerk had circulated an email as requested by a Parishioner about the alleged planning breech of the barn at
Kinspring Lane.
25/197 Working group updates
a The Pavilion Modernisation. Clir Costello advised the construction work was behind schedule and now
the finish date is hopefully by the end of February. He advised that he had secured a Kitchen most of which
was being donated by ??? but there would be a minimal cost of £2,600 + vat to the PC. He asked if PC were
happy with the figure and if so, he would place the order. All ClIrs agreed. Clir Mead had brought some
pictures of a possible small clock tower which he said would be covered in the final build cost. He asked if Clirs
would prefer the tower or just the weathervane and there was some discussion on the material of the tower
(fibreglass — little maintenance) and the proposed size of the tower relative to the pavilion. Clirs opted for the
Clock Tower, so Clir Costello will ask for a technical drawing to be produced either by Hardwills or Boon Brown
and Clir Mead will update contractor.
b Fund Raising
1.  Nativity Washup. Clir Hodge advised that she didn’t yet have the final figure that was raised by the
Nativity Play Cllr Sugg said she was very disappointed that the event was not better attended and felt that
earlier preparation was needed next year. She said that if this event was to happen again then all Clirs would
need to be more involved. However, Clir Cowen said it had generally been a success and had been much
appreciated by those who attended despite the weather. He felt it is important to hold such events to bring the
local people together.
C. Parish Communications
d.  HR Committee Clir Cowen advised that he and ClIr Hall had attend an HR training session given by SALC.
He said that the minimum number of Clirs on the HR Committee is set at 3 so we another Clir needed to be on
the committee along with Cllr Hodge and CliIr Hall and asked for a volunteer. No Clirs volunteered so this item
will be on the next agenda.
25/198 Finance
To approve the monthly items of expenditure and those paid under delegated powers. Approve October and
November Finances. Proposed Clir Hall Seconded Clir Costello Vote: All Agreed Action: Clerk to pay invoices.
25/199 To discuss and identify Highways Issues
25/200 To discuss and identify items for the Village Ranger
25/201 25/201 Agenda items for the next meeting which will be on the 14"January 2026 at The Helyar Arms.
Precept and HR committee volunteer

Meeting ended at 8pm



