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Yellow-Legged ‘Asian’ Hornet
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This information sheet has been produced on behalf of the British Beekeepers’ Association,
to assist with the correct identification and reporting of yellow-legged hornets.

What is it?:
The yellow-legged ‘Asian’ hornet is a non-
native invasive species that was

introduced to France from China in 2004.

It has since spread to a number of other
European countries and was first
discovered in the UK in 2016. Active from
April to November, with peak activity in
August and September.

Why is it a problem?:

The yellow-legged hornet predates on
honey bees and other important
pollinators. An average nest can
consume over 11kg of insects in one year.
This could have a serious impact on our
native wildlife species and in turn the
wider ecosystem. Yellow-legged hornets
can also act aggré’ssively if they perceive
a threat to their nest, posing a risk to
anyone who may unwittingly disturb
them.

What can | do about it?:

The UK Government’s National Bee Unit
(NBU) is currently carrying out a yellow-
legged hornet eradication programme.
Familiarise yourself with the images on
this sheet and if you think you have
spotted a yellow-legged hornet, take a
photo from a safe distance and report it
on the Asian Hornet Watch app, available
to download on Android and iPhone
devices.

Yellow-legged ‘Asian’ hornets can react aggressively if they perceive a threat to their nest.
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Primary nest: Built in spring. I T
5-10cm in diameter, small
entrance hole in base. Found in
sheds, garages, hedgerows etc
generally at a height of less than {
10m. Looks similar to other wasp >
and hornet nests.

Secondary nest: Built in summer
and autumn. Up to 60cm wide x
80cm tall, entrance hole halfway
up nest. Found high up in trees,
may also be in buildings and
hedges. OBSERVE FROM A SAFE
DISTANCE OF AT LEAST 10M.

Do not disturb suspected nests and remain at a safe distance at all times.

Scan the QR code to download the Asian Hornet Watch app.

Alternatively, you can email ‘alertnonnative@ceh.ac.uk’,
or fill out the online reporting form at
www.nonnativespecies.org/alerts/asian-hornet.
Please only report sightings if you have been able to safely

obtain a photo.
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Yellow-legged hornet illustration by Sarah Bunker. Nest Imoges courtesy John De Carteret, Jersey Asian Hornet Group. V1.01.2025



